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Closed syll

List 1 –ck
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LEGO
Bermuda Triangle

Neil Armstrong
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e u r h b

f –ff l –ll –ss

Silent-e
FLoSS

Open Syll
List 2 –s

Helen Keller
Age of Dinosaurs

Disney World

Nouns
Verbs

3
j v w x y z –zz

qu ch sh th ng nk
–tch List 3
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Steve Irwin
Hurricane Katrina

Tornado Alley

‘one’
‘two’

Compound
Words
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List 4
Amelia Earhart

The Yeti
Great Barrier Reef

‘said’
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i j q u v
–dge

List 5 –dge
Jim Henson

Dr Seuss
Atlantis
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or ar air ear

er ur ure
–all –ell
–oll –ull 

List 6 in/im– –rupt–
Schwa –er

–ure
–s vs. –es 

Ernest Shackleton
Milton Bradley

The Titanic

Contracted
Words A

7 CVC – CCCVC 
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‘blend-vowel-
end’

poss. –’s
List 7 super– –struct–

Review of 
–ck –tch

–dge

Tūī;
Ballantyne’s 

Fire;
Sir Ed Hillary

Anne Frank
Wright Brothers

Eiffel Tower
Roald Dahl

Chicago Fire
Seabiscuit

Robert Ripley
The Kraken

Listing commas
Proper nouns

‘a’ vs. ‘an’
Homophones 
vs. Homonyns

Contracted Words B
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8 Syllabic Words

CVC Doub.
Drop’g Sil-e

–y  ‘oul’
ar vs. a

List 8
sub–
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Mt Tarawera 
Eruption;

Kate Sheppard

Albert Einstein
Steven Spielberg

The Ice Age

9
/ē/: ea  /ū/: ue ew

/ī/: ie  /er/ ir
/ō/: ow  /ow/ ou

Totem Series
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Op/closed
(why -ck)

Schwa
List 9 micro–

–port–
–tract–

–ce vs –se

Kiwi;
Christchurch 
Earthquake;

Queen Elizabeth

Princess Diana
Charles Darwin

NASA
Galapagos Islands

10
/or/: aw au

wh ph 
kn gn wr mb

Alba Series
Gentle Cindy

(why Kitty Cat)
List 10

tele–
auto–

–phon–
–photo–
–astr–

Ruru;
Wahine 
Disaster;

Apirana Ngata

Marie Antoinette
Jacques Cousteau

Niagara Falls
King Tut’s Curse

Homophones B
Contracted Words C
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/ā/: ey ea  /ō/: oe
/ē/: ie ei  /er/: or

Talisman 1
Series 

Ext. doub. rule
W Effect

List 11
semi–
mulit–
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–ful

R
ea

l W
o

rl
d

 &
 S

ci
en

ce
 S

er
ie

s 
P

h
as

e 
5

Piwakawaka;
Pike River Mine 

Disaster;
Ernest 

Rutherford

Marie Curie
Stephen Hawking

D.B. Cooper
Solar Eclipse

Homophones C

12
/ū/: ou u

/or/: ore ar al ough
/zh/: si su

Rescue Series y -> i rule List 12
mis– non–
uni/mono–

bi– tri–

–vis/spect–
–scribe/script–

–graph–

–er
–or
–ist

Pūkeko;
Tangiwai 
Disaster;
Sir Peter 
Jackson

Leonardo da Vinci
George Lucas

The Plague
Pompeii

Then or Than
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/air/: are ere eir eer

/ar/: a al
rh st gh sc

Island Adventure Series
3x ‘ea’
ie/ei

plurals
List 13
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Kererū;
Whakaari Island 

Eruption;
Lorde

Henry VIII
Mother Teresa
The North Pole
The Hindenburg

English is complicated. 
Blame: 

• the Angles, Saxons 
and Jutes

• the Normans
• the printing press

• the Great Vowel Shift
• Shakespeare
• the English 
Renaissance

• the explorers
• the industrial 

revolution
• Samuel Johnson
• American English
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14
/u/: o ou

/su/: –se –ce
/l/: –ll –le –al

Hidden in Paris Series 3x /ch/ List 14
ex–

fore–
pro–

–therm–

–(t)ure
–(t)ion/(s)ion

–cian
–(t)ial/(c)ial

Kea;
Erebus Plane 

Crash;
Valerie Adams

Cleopatra
Leif Eriksson

Great Wall China
Mount Everest

15
&
16

Amber Guardians Series
2 workbooks

OR

List 15
il/ir/un–

anti– ante–
quad– dec–

cent–
post– trans–

over–
min/mini–

mega–
magna/i–

–capit–
–ped/pod–

–man–
–viv/vit–
–mort–

–mem– –ject–
–labour–

–fact– –form–

–en
–ish

–ible/able

Kākāpō;
Hawkes Bay 
Earthquake;

Sam Neill

Malala Yousafzai
Nikola Tesla
The Vatican

Great Pyramids
Isaac Newton

Rosa Parks
Easter Island

Galileo
Katherine Johnson

Antarctica
Julius Caesar

Machu Picchu

Dark Waters Series
2 workbooks

List 16

Hoiho;
Cyclone 

Gabrielle;
Jacinda Ardern
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